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ON THE PRESERVATION OF BODIES FOR
DISSECTION.

[NOTE FROM MR. R. HAMILTON, OF PARIS.]

R. HAMILTON, M.A., B.S.P.,
Member of l’Ecole Pratique, and of the British

Medical Society of Paris.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In your valuable paper of the 8th ult. I have seen a
letter from " A Student," asking if " Sir William Burnett’s
process for the preservation of timber from dry rot had been
extended to surgical purposes ?"
For the last three years all subjects distributed for dis-

section at the schools of Clamart and l’Ecole Pratique have
been preserved by the injection of a concentrated solution of
sulphate of soda.

This solution is prepared by passing sulphurous acid gas
through a concentrated solution of subcarbonate of soda, and
care must be taken that the solution retains no alkaline re-
action, as in such a case it rather hastens-than retards putre-
faction .&mdash; (Orfila.)
As much of this solution as the vessels will contain (and

which of course varies according to the subject) is injected
by one of the common carotid arteries, and when all necessary
conditions have been observed, it will preserve a subject from
put.refaction during a month or six weeks.
This process does not in any way interfere with the usual

injection of the arteries for their dissection, as such injection
can be made twenty-four hours after the first.
When the sulphate of soda is well prepared, it in nowise

affects the knives.-I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient
servant, R. HAMILTON, M.A., B.S.P.,

Member of l’Ecole Pratique, and of the British
Paris, Jan. 1848. Medical Society of Paris.

NAVAL ASSISTANT-SURGEONS.

W. P. WARD, Assistant-Surgeon, R.A.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In October, 1846, I was appointed assistant-surgeon
to H.M.S. " Penelope," then fitting out at Portsmouth. With-
out delay I went to the Admiral-Superintendant’s office, to
take up my appointment, and then on board, to report myself;
but what was my surprise when told that I must not mess in
the gun-room with the lieutenants, surgeon, purser, &c., but in
the midshipmen’s berth, a wretched, dark den, hardly large
enough for six persons, yet in it fourteen of us were crammed.
I was also refused a cabin, a servant, and every other accom-
nmdation that a professional man is entitled to. I was forced
to sleep in an open steerage, among the sailors and marines,
in a hammock, and not allowed to bring on board any article
of furniture, except a chest, three feet in length, which was
to serve the treble purpose of wardrobe, toilet, and library.
Thus situated, without the smallest corner for study, and com-
pelled to mess and associate with a set of noisy, half-educated
schoolboys, I threw up my appointment with disgust, being
determined to give up my profession rather than submit to
such a degradation; and I have no reason to regret the step,
having since obtained an appointment in the Royal Artillery,
where I am treated as a gentleman, and admitted to mess
with my superior officers, none of whom think themselves dis-
honoured by associating with a member of the Royal College
of Surgeons of England.
My picture of the position of assistant-surgeons, R.N., has

not been peculiar to my own case, nor exaggerated by me; it
is common to all.-I am, Sir, &c.,
January,1848. W. P. WARD, Assistant-Surgeon, R.A.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The letter of a " Captain, R.N." in " THE LANCET" of

the 1st of January, on the claims of naval assistant-surgeons,
should not, I think, pass without comment. It may not be open
to contradiction ; but it may be remarked that the assistant-sur-
geons claim ward-room, accommodaticn, and society, and not the
rank ; for that, I presume, they hold at present.

It is well that scch attempt should be made to shift the odium
of such unjust treatment from the shoulders of any party, but
that it should be laid upon the shoulders of the surgeons, and
medical director general of the navy, is such a tactical home-
thrust, that I confess myself staggered by it.
As a profession we have made some discoveries that benefit

mankind, but this is a discovery, thrust upon us, of one source
of our sorrows, which may well paralyze us. Discipline in the
navy, perhaps, requires that the captain should live in solitary
dignity, apart from close intimacy with his subordinates, but
there can be no necessity for the further extension of that sys-
tem amongst gentlemen and commissioned officers.

It may be asserted that the executive do not object to the I

entrance of the assistant-surgeons to the ward-room, and nn-
doubtedly they would not do so, on the grounds stated by your
correspondent; but probably they would object to the absence of
the assistant-surgeon from the cock-pit, where a little steady phi-
losophy may be considered beneficial, though not professionally
exercised.

It behoves naval surgeons to speak now for themselves on this
subject, and if they maintain the sentiments imputed to them,
they must indeed be considered as very far at sea-if they be not
actuated by a fear of being eclipsed by a class of volunteers to a
system of liberal treatment.
That a decided opposition to the desired change should be

attributed to the professional head of the department renders it
a difficult task to reconcile such views with the expressed wish,
in that quarter, to induce young men of talent and education to
enter the service. This is a question in which the jolly tars are
the most interested: it may make some difference to them, whe-
ther their doctor has merely been examined for an assistant-sur-
geoncy, or is the holder of a diploma, after a full period of pro-
fessional study, particularly in the event of a war; though it
does not seem likely that we are ever to fight again, under any
circumstances ; in which case tyros may, perhaps, enter the ser-
vice, and study their profession afterwards, as they may, and so
practise it : they’ll be cheap articles,* gratuities from Dr. Bur-
rows, as the poor-law guardians found, when they put up the
sick poor to Dutch auction.-Yours, &c.,
January, 1848. EMERITUS.

EXAMINATIONS AT THE LONDON COLLEGE
OF PHYSICIANS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In order to delineate the high standard of knowledge to
which it is requisite to arrive to become M.D., allow me to request
you to insert this in " THE LANCET." The evidence hitherto
given in " THE LANCET," as delivered before the parliamentary
committee, is so one-sided, that I feel tempted to cry query, when
the self-sufficient censor so highly lauds his particular caste, and so
unceremoniously contemns the other grades of the profession. I
have a fancy for answering all curious advertisements, and see-
ing the " iter a tertia ad primam honorem," proposed to be made
easy, I wrote for information, and this is a copy of the reply :-

(COPY.)
"M. D. presents his compliments to Mr. -, and begs to

state that personal communication is not necessary, in order to
receive M. D.’s assistance, as he can engage to forward every
question liable to be put to the candidates. In proof of his power
to do this, (and that personal communication is not necessary,
though desirable,) he can refer to many gentlemen who have re-
ceived his assistance. His fee is ten guineas."

This needs no further comment from me. FOREX.

This had reference, you will see, to passing the College of
Physicians in London. The inquirer was directed to apply
somewhere in Tottenham-court-road. If requisite, I can send
you the original.

OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY AT KING’S COLLEGE
HOSPITAL.

JAMES B. PROWSE.

To the Editor of TIIE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The second case of operation for the removal of stone in ,

the bladder by Mr. Fergusson, reported in THE LANCET of
January 15lh inst., is to my mind very unsatisfactory ; the man
appears to have died from the pain and shock of the operation&mdash;
the proceedings were much prolonged owing to the difficulties
encountered. Did he refuse to inhale chloroform? or on what
account was it considered not advisable to administer it? Were
it not for the high authority of the surgeon in this instance, one
would be inclined to dispute the propriety of withholding such a
powerful agent.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Bristol, January, 1848. JAMES B. PROWSE.

ON THE TREATMENT OF CHOLERA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Whatever other changes of system characterize cholera,
it is prominently evident that a main feature of the disease is tLe
drain of fluid from the body. Bottles of hot water, bags of hot
salt or bran, saline emetics, epigastric epithems, mercurials, al-
kalies, and essential oils, are the latest approved appliances ; but
does it occur to no one to ask from which of these is the body to
derive the renewed supply of its lost liquid ? Whatever other !

* Minutes of Evidence, No. 442.


